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Kevin McCloskey

This is it. For four years I have been 
racking my brain to come up with two 
reports and sometimes three each month 
for the Lighthouse, BOD meetings and 
sometimes general meetings. That may 
be the toughest part of  the job. Dead-
lines can be hard to meet while still pro-
viding current content. That said, what 
have I missed?

Last month I mentioned our concerns about the status of  the mari-
na. In early November we had a meeting with a representative from 
Bellingham Marine who was the original builder of  our marina. 
Unfortunately, I was relaxing in Hawaii and was unable to attend, 
but as I understand, the news wasn’t all bad and we are expecting a 
report soon that will provide some guidance for the future.

It is proper that I use this time to thank the membership for their 
support over the past four years. Volunteers have always stepped up 
when we needed them. Committee chairs have taken on responsi-
bility for their areas and made my tasks much easier. The club staff 
have also been great at keeping me informed and dealing with all 
the day-to-day issues that come up. I spent a lot of  time at the club 
through these years, and I have enjoyed it (most of  the time). I am 
lucky to have had the time and proximity that made it easy. Future 
Flag Officers may not be so lucky and must juggle other responsibil-
ities but their commitment to the club is no less than mine has been. 
Please support them as you have supported me.

To list all the people that have made this past year successful would 
tax both the space in the Lighthouse and in my brain. However, I 
can’t thank the other flag officers, Kevin, Mike, and Roger enough. 
I think the leadership of  the club is solid and ready to meet the chal-
lenges that we face. I also want to thank our Club Manager, Pam, 
our Marina Manager, Dean, and Finance Manager, Tara, for all 
that they do to keep the place running. It isn’t always easy. The next 
three years in the buildup to the Olympics will be an exciting time 
and I encourage you to look for ways to support the events that will 
be coming our way.

When I open our website the phrase “Los Angeles Harbor’s Premier 
Yacht Club” jumps out to me. I have sometimes thought it was pre-
tentious to make that claim without denigrating the other clubs in 
our harbor, but I believe that at this time, it is true. We are the most 
active in all the aspects of  boating; sailing, racing, cruising, power-
boating, junior sailing, and in social activities, too, and I think we 
have the most fun. Let’s keep it up.

Happy Holidays and I hope to see you at our December events.
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Rear Commodore
Mike McCormick

Hello CBYC! What a fantastic year on the water! CBYC shined as the pre-
mier sailing club, holding over 15 regattas, 22 Wet Wednesday races and of  
course the ILCA Worlds. Our final regatta will be the Holiday Opti Regatta 
which will be held on December 6 and 7. I can’t say enough about our ded-
icated Race Committee and the volunteers who make these events possible. 
It takes a lot of  work both planning and on the water and it’s this hard work 
that makes CBYC stand out!

The Fall Isthmus Cruise was held on November 7-9 and was hosted by 
Sharon and Steve Lampe along with Jim and Claudia Clark. As expected, it was a really groovy 
time! Everyone came to the Friday cocktail event with amazing costumes! Bright paisley and bell 
bottom pants paired beautifully with fun hippie wigs and tie dye shirts! We packed the Villa both 
nights with TONS of  food and even more laughter. Saturday was a fun craft day making friend-
ship bracelets and macrame. As always, the event was a great time to relax and connect with 
friends. The event was very well organized, and the hosts took the decorations to the next level! 
This has been a great cruising year. Many thanks to all the people who hosted this year and of  
course, big thanks to Eliane and Jim Watson for chairing. The Cruisers Kick-Off for 2026 will be 
held on January 18.

Vice Commodore
Kevin Loper
It’s the time of  year when the sun sets a little earlier every day with a chill in the 
air and a Southern California “chance of  rain” appears a bit more often in our 
weather apps. Ideally, it would lightly rain a couple of  hours during the overnights 
a couple of  times a week to keep our vessels and docks clean… nature’s way.

I would like to thank our Commodore, Jerry Beaver, for his commitment to ser-
vice during his journey through the Flags. I have come to know Jerry extremely 
well over the past three years. At times, Jerry and I spent more time together in 
person, on the phone, texting and emailing than we did with our wives. Jerry is an 
outstanding individual who is committed to the Club’s wellbeing in every aspect, 

1,000%. Special bonds are created while cruising or racing with fellow members. The same is true while 
moving through the Flags. I believe that Jerry and I not only challenged ourselves through this journey 
but also challenged and encouraged our Club membership to reach higher. Through the years, Jerry has 
literally dedicated 1,000s of  hours to the Club. I’d also like to thank Janice Beaver for sharing Jerry with 
the Club and supporting him in his efforts. Spouses of  Flag Officers also thank you, Jerry… it has been an 
honor!

I would also like to thank our Food & Beverage Chair, Ty Schmidt! When working correctly, Food & Bev-
erage is an invisible committee which is constantly planning and attempting to execute efficiently to keep 
expenses in line with budgetary expectations. Ty developed a strong working relationship with our Sysco 
vendor for menu planning and cost controls. Andrew, our vendor rep, even helped in our galley, preparing 
two of  your formal meals! That’s impressive service that only a few cocktails can provide! As if  our nor-
mal Food & Beverage demands weren’t enough, Ty & Maria Schmidt also arranged the 1000’s of  meals 
provided to athletes, coaches and volunteers for the two ILCA Worlds. Maria Schmidt also arranged some 
of  the great bands that played for us this year including Azure, Southbound and ACME Sound Co.

Our Social events are successful because of  the volunteers behind them. Special thanks to Jeff & Gloria 
Quintero, Faye Robertson, Maria Schmidt (and her mom), and to everyone else from social committee 
who always make these events fun! Los eventos no ocurren por si solos, sino a partir de mucha planifica-
cion y trabajo! Gracias!!

December will be full of  activities starting with the Holiday Opti Regatta, Kids’ Holiday Party with San-
ta, Holiday Boat Parade, Adult Holiday Bar Party and our New Year’s Eve Party.



6 Visit us online at cbyc.org | Copyright 2025 Cabrillo Beach Yacht Club, San Pedro, CA

The Lighthouse, December 2025
Fleet Captain
Roger O’Connor
Our Junior Program enjoyed an exceptionally active month of  Novem-
ber. On one particularly busy weekend, we had six different boat trail-
ers heading out to regattas across Southern California. Our Opti sail-
ors traveled north to Ventura, while our High School teams made their 
way to Newport Beach for their events. Seeing so many of  our junior 
sailors on the water, representing the club in multiple locations at once, 
really highlights how strong and vibrant our program has become. It is 
encouraging to watch these young athletes stay engaged throughout the 
entire year.

Looking ahead, we are just days away from another major moment for the program. On 
December 6–7, we will be hosting Carrie Series #3, our annual Holiday Opti Regatta. 
The first two Carries of  the season saw well over 100 participating Optis, and we are on 
track to welcome similar numbers again. The Carries have become one of  the hallmark 
Opti events in the area.
December 6 is especially festive, as it also marks our CBYC Kids Holiday Party. The cel-
ebration begins at 11 a.m., with arts and crafts and family activities leading up to Santa’s 
visit from noon to 1 p.m. This is a wonderful opportunity for families to bring their little 
ones down to the waterfront, see the junior sailors rigging and preparing for the regatta, 
and soak in the energy and excitement of  a big event weekend. Thank you in advance to 
John Raski, Mike McCormick, and all the volunteers assisting with both the regatta and 
the holiday festivities.
I also want to extend a heartfelt thank you to Jerry Beaver, Steve and M’Liz McJones, John 
and Ann O’Connor, Kevin McCloskey, Chris Villich, Leo Russo, and Larry Braslow for 
their hard work during the yard clean-up day. Over the course of  about four hours, we 
managed to clean up the north half  of  the yard, which will make a noticeable difference in 
the months ahead. With the recent rain, we also spent time draining boats. This is a good 
reminder to all members with boats stored in the yard to check in on them and ensure they 
are properly prepared for the season. Many boats still need attention, and a little preventa-
tive care now will help avoid issues later.
Thank you to everyone who continues to support the Junior Program and the broader club 
community. Your participation, enthusiasm, and volunteer spirit keep our programs strong 
and thriving.



7Visit us online at cbyc.org | Copyright 2025 Cabrillo Beach Yacht Club, San Pedro, CA

The Lighthouse, December 2025

Board of Directors Minutes - November 4th, 2025
Members, log in online at cbyc.org to review the Board of Directors and 
General Meeting minutes. After logging in, navigate to the Members Tab 
and click on Club Business to access. If you prefer that we email a copy 
of the minutes to you, please send your request to: office@cbyc.org.
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CBYC Lighthouse Throwback Page! 
Check out this page from a 1988 issue of  The Lighthouse!
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2025 Fall Pt. Fermin Inverted Start Charity Race Recap 
 

Mike DeBrincat skippers The Bandini to victory after overcoming an early lead by 
Nicholas Parszik on Little Pickle 
 

Saturday’s early fog cleared and the breeze built to 7 knots SW-W by the 1300 hour start.  The 
breeze continued to grow to 13 knots by the finish just over 2 ½ hours later.  Competitors 
reported exciting strategic and tactical opportunities outside Angels Gate.  21 boats entered 
and 20 boats competed.  The fleet ranged from the nine 20’ Cal 20s to the 50’ Santa Cruz.  
This charity race raised $840 for the “Harbor Interfaith Services.”   

 
The Cal 20 class fleet finished strong at this year’s 2025 
Fall Pt. Fermin Inverted Start Charity Race.  4 of the 5 
top finishers were Cal 20s with Mike DeBrincat on #376 
The Bandini holding off Mick Shlens on #37 Blade 2 for 
the 1-2 finish. Nicholas Parszik on #106 Little Pickle 
was 3rd, Richard Welsh on #1350 Vim was 4th and 
Gordon Leon on #19 Breaking Wind was 5th Overall. 
 

Perpetual trophies were earned by Mike DeBrincat on 
#376 The Bandini for 1st Monohull, 1st 20’<30’ and 1st Cal 
20, Wayne Lebsack on #56373 Dubrovnik for 1st 30’<40’, 
Mick Shlens on #37 Bade 2 for 1st 40’+, Brett Sanders on 
#40283 Regardless for 1st Catalina Class, Kelly Marie on 
#246 Groot Rooi for 1st Female Skipper and Rebecca 
Aurelia on #72772 Morphine for 1st Female Skipper with all 
Female crew (Molly O’Brien & Mae Chase Dunn). 
 
 

 
Finally, a heartfelt shout-out to the Race Committee Volunteers.  On Cabrillo were Dixon Hall, 
Bob Wright, Wanda Andrews, Jim Knigge and guest volunteer Beth Sullivan (PRO’s daughter).  
On shore were Diana Lorentzen providing/setting up trophies and Dennis Dyer Race 
Committee Chair.  A great team effort. 
 
Bob Dutton 
2025 Fall Pt. Fermin Inverted Start Charity Race PRO 
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Cabrillo Beach Yacht Club
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San Pedro, CA 90731
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